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Begin With a Fact or Example
By now, you understand the importance of concrete, specific details in your paper's body. Details can also be
excellent ways of opening and closing, as they give your reader a concrete, specific connection to the subject.

Last July, Duke, a four year old Labrador retriever, was dragged behind a pickup truck on a
rope and left to die on the desert. Fortunately, he was found and taken to the Humane Society
where his wounds were treated and he was gradually nursed back to health. Eventually, he was
adopted by Bill and Linda, a young couple who say they couldn't imagine finding a better pet. Not
all stories of animal abuse end as happily as Duke's, but the Humane Society works hard to help
all animals in distress, and it deserves your support.

Note a Common Misconception

If your readers were fully informed on your subject, there wouldn't be much need for them to read your essay.
So, whether their misconceptions are due to lack of information, failure to draw valid conclusions from factual
information, or some other reason, it's often helpful to acknowledge misunderstandings at the start. In doing
so0, you show that you're aware of these views, and also demonstrate why your paper is important: to correct
these mistaken ideas, to bring about better understanding.

When I first tell people that I grew up without a father, they often express sympathy. It's true
that I never had a dad to play catch with or teach me to fish, but I played catch with friends and
learned to fish on my own. Actually, I found that growing up in a single parent family has several
advantages.

The sense of opposition generated by this type of introduction creates tension, and in doing so, sharpens and
dramatizes your ideas.

Raise a Question

Explanations often begin as a result of trying to answer a question or solve a problem, and a thesis statement,
especially in the early stages of writing, is often a tentative answer to a question that you want to explore.
Why not share the question with your readers and invite them to join in the search for an answer?

Like many people my age, I limit my cholesterol intake, but recently I've learned that some
cholesterol can actually be healthy for me. What exactly is cholesterol, and what does it do? How
can I tell whether the cholesterol in a salmon steak is good or bad for me? To maintain a healthy
blood cholesterol level, we should all understand what this chemical compound is and how it
works in the human body.

Make a Bold Assertion

Another way of saying this might be: Go out on a limb. Take a risk. Of course, this approach can be overdone
and can lead to exhibitionism and sensationalism, especially if you're writing on a subject that demands cau-
tion and moderation. In those situations, this "Look, ma! No Hands!" approach could be a disaster.

The new fall television lineups are out, and they look like the same old trash: more violence,
more insipid sitcoms, more hackneyed plots and one-dimensional characters. This is mind pollu-
tion, pure and simple. The American people deserve better programming from the major net-
works.
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